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INVOLVING REFUGEES IN NATURE EXPLORATION IN HOST COUNTRIES 
THROUGH CITIZEN SCIENCE: AN EXAMPLE FROM FINLAND 

There are about 65,000 Ukrainian refugees in Finland at present because of the large-
scale Russian invasion of their state (https://migri.fi/en/statistics-on-temporary-protection). 
Many of them have health problems, especially mental ones, as well as difficulties adapting to a 
new culture, language and climate. However, the majority of them have a strong interest in the 
exploration of local nature including plants. The reasons are different: some of these people feel 
better contacting natural ecosystems and watching the local diversity of flora and fauna because 

picking berries and mushrooms; and for recreation (for example, fishing) as well as education, 
especially for children and teenagers. Thus, the main aim of our initiative is to involve Ukrainian 
refugees in the exploration of the nature of Finland through citizen science activities that will 
educate the people while also allowing them to find new possibilities to earn and improve their 
health. At the same time, the initiative will promote the accumulation of valuable data about the 
biodiversity of Finland that is important for researchers and nature conservators. All details of 
the implementation of the initiative will be reported during our oral presentation. 

 

antmarina63@yahoo.com 
 

apisaaa61@gmqil.com 
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svitlana.hapon@pdau.edu.ua 
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