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Актуальність проблеми 
One of the most common skin diseases in dogs is acariases caused by trombidiform 

mites, such as demodicosis [1–3]. 
Demodex canis mites are localized in the hair follicles, sweat and sebaceous glands of 

a significant number of animals, as well as humans. Demodicosis is not considered 
contagious between healthy animals after the neonatal period. This has been proven when 
dogs with generalized demodicosis and healthy dogs are kept together. D. canis is present in 
small numbers as a commensal on the skin and in the ear canal in 30–80 % of healthy dogs, 
but only some develop the disease. Thus, demodicosis is the result of excessive reproduction 
of mites on the skin of dogs [4, 5]. 

The scientific literature indicates a significant prevalence of demodicosis in dogs in 
different countries of the world. In particular, 7.2 % (73/1013) of dogs affected by D. canis 
were found in Taiwan. The infestation during the study reached a peak each winter with an 
average prevalence of 12.5 % (32/255). The level of infestation of dogs with the causative 
agent of demodicosis varied significantly depending on sex, age and breed (p<0.05) [6]. 

During the study in Turkey, samples were taken from 205 (115 males, 90 females) 
stray dogs with suspected acariasis. It was found that 58 (28.29 %) dogs were infested with 
acariform mites. Demodex spp. was detected in 35 dogs (60.34 %) (D. canis, D. injae),  
in 19 (32.76 %) – Sarcoptes scabiei canis, 2 (3.44 %) – mixed infestation (Sarcoptes and 
Demodex) and 2 (3.44 %) – O. cynotis. It was found that 32 (55.17 %) animals out of 58 dogs 
infested with mites were males, and 26 (44.83 %) – females. It was found that the 
relationship of infestations with age, season and sex was not statistically significant [7]. 

The purpose of the work was to study the characteristics of the infestation of dogs 
of different breeds with the trombidiform mite Demodex canis. 

 
Material and methods 
The work was carried out during 2023–2025 in the conditions of the Laboratory of 

Parasitology of the Poltava State Agrarian University and in the conditions of a Private 
Veterinary Clinic in the village of Lokhvytsia. 

The study of the spread of acariasis was carried out based on the results of 
acarological studies of dogs of different breed groups (service, hunting, decorative), as well 
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as mestizos and non-breed animals. Acarological studies of skin scrapings were carried out 
by a well-known method (method using bischofite-glycerol mixture). The extensiveness of 
demodicosic invasion (EI, %) was calculated. A total of 256 dogs were studied. 

 
Results 
The conducted studies established that, depending on the breed group, the indicators 

of the extensiveness of demodicosic invasion varied significantly (Fig. 1). 
 

 
Fig. 1. Indicators of the extensiveness of demodicosic invasion in dogs  

of different breed groups (EI, %) 
 

The highest values of demodicosis infestation  were  found  in  German  shepherds  
(28.6 %), French Bulldogs (23.1 %), Golden Retrievers (23.8 %), Rottweilers (22.2 %) and 
English Cocker Spaniels (21.4 %). Slightly lower values of demodicosis infestation were 
found in Caucasian Shepherds (16.7 %), mestizos and out-of-breed animals (19.7 %). 
Demodicosis was rarely diagnosed in dachshund dogs (4.8 %). Demodex was not found in 
Lapdog and Dalmatian dogs. 

 
Conclusions 
1. Demodicosis is a common demodicosic infestation in dogs of different breed 

groups, where the invasion extensiveness indicators ranged from 0 to 28.6 %. 
2. Demodicosis was most commonly diagnosed in dogs of the German Shepherd 

(28.6 %), French Bulldog (23.1 %), Golden Retriever (23.8 %), Rottweiler (22.2 %) and 
English Cocker Spaniel (21.4 %). 
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